
BY JONATHAN MARINO
Examiner Staff Writer

A Silver Spring immi-
grant who cooperated with
authorities and testified in
the Virginia Beach trial that
led to the conviction of
sniper John Muhammed has
been met with sluggish ef-
forts on the part of U.S. im-

migration officials in pro-
cessing the paperwork that
would allow him to remain
here permanently.

Carlos Cruz Lopez, 42,
who testified against Lee
Malvo and John Muhammad
after his wife was assassi-
nated during the fall 2002
sniper spree, has been fight-
ing since Sarah Ramos’

death to achieve permanent
residency in the U.S.
Though legislation has been
enacted that protects tem-
porary residents who are
working with authorities in
a major criminal investiga-
tion and affords them the
opportunity to remain on a
visa, lagging implementa-
tion has left a widowed fa-

ther in limbo.
Cruz Lopez was devastat-

ed when he was told Oct. 3,
2002, that his wife had been
shot once in the head as she
sat waiting on a curbside
bench for a friend to pick
her up.

“They were the most diffi-
cult months of my life,” Cruz
Lopez said of the time fol-
lowing his wife’s shooting,
through interpreter Carolyn
Ann Killea.

Cruz Lopez, of El Sal-
vador, almost immediately
moved into his wife’s family’s
home in Silver Spring fol-
lowing the shooting, where
her surviving sisters now
help him care for his 9-year-
old son, Carlos. His new
fight is not for sanity, it is to
remain in the U.S., to afford
his son the opportunity of an
education, to forge a new life
here despite the tragedy
that met him and his son
just over a year after their
initial arrival.

Congress passed in 2000
a law allowing immigrants
like him to stay when grant-
ed “temporary relief” resi-
dency status and work per-
mits. Status like Cruz
Lopez’s is typically used in
granting a person tempo-
rary haven as they await tes-
tifying in a major trial.

“Carlos is in a position
where he can’t leave the
U.S.,” Deutsch said. “If he
does, he risks being kept out
of the U.S. for years.”

Deutsch said Cruz
Lopez’s and his son’s case is
unique at this point in time.
Congress passed five years
ago a law allowing for vic-
tims and witnesses of major
felonies to be given “U”
visas, which would eventual-
ly turn into permanent sta-
tus. However, Deutsch said,

the U.S. State Department
has been dragging its heels
in implementing the legisla-
tion. Without further prod-
ding from lawmakers, Cruz
Lopez is forced into a stand-
still. He must re-apply for
the “temporary relief” an-
nually, and may be denied at
any point.

However, it is unlikely the
U.S. government will force
Cruz Lopez to leave. He tes-
tified against Malvo and
Muhammad at Muham-
mad’s Virginia Beach trial,
and may be called upon for
further testimony. He was
not with his wife when she
was shot.

Now, he is busy working
with a small tax accounting
firm in Montgomery County.
Things will die down after
this year’s tax season wraps
up; his checks only amount
to $350 a week at this partic-
ular part-time job. And he
must divide the money he
earns between feeding him-
self and his son and paying
for the schooling he gets at
Howard County Community
College, he said.

“I’m studying to learn
English better,” he said
through his translator.

In the hardest of times,
Cruz Lopez was visited nev-
ertheless by a little luck.
Blanca Kling, Montgomery
County’s victim services co-
ordinator, took the fractured
family under her wing, push-
ing them toward counseling
and coordinating a funeral
for Ramos on a state grant
specifically set aside for
criminal victims.

“I met him the night he
lost his wife,” Kling said. “He
looked broken. He looked at
me and said, ‘She was the
love of my life.’ ”

jmarino@dcexaminer.com 

Put on your apron.
Help prepare and

serve a meal to approxi-
mately 75 homeless
women at a church in
downtown Washington,
D.C.  To find out more,
visit Greater DC Cares at
www.dc-cares.org or call
202-777-4447.

Greater DC Cares of-
fers unique and reward-
ing opportunities for you
to invest your time and
skills as a volunteer and
strengthen community

organizations in Mary-
land, Virginia and the
District of Columbia.

Greater DC Cares asks
that you attend a brief
orientation before get-
ting started. Orientations
are held each week at the
Greater DCCares office:

■ Tuesday, Feb. 22, at
6:30 p.m. 

■ Thursday, March 10,
at 6:30 p.m.

The Examiner is proud to
support local nonprofits.
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BEFORE WINTER CAME BACK: Jesse El-Katib of Alexandria
does a flip trick at the Powhatan skateboard park in Arling-
ton, Va., on Thursday. – Andrew Harnik/Examiner
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