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**IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING THE 2012 DIVERSITY LOTTERY PROGRAM** 
  
We regret to inform you that, due to a computer programming problem, the results of the 2012 Diversity 
Lottery that were previously posted on this website have been voided.  They were not valid and were 
posted in error.  The results were not valid because they did not represent a fair, random selection of 
entrants, as required by U.S. law.   
  
If you checked this website during the first week in May and found a notice that you had been selected 
for further processing or a notice that you had not been selected, that notice has been rescinded and is no 
longer valid.   
  
A new selection process will be conducted based on the original entries for the 2012 program.  
  
If you submitted a qualified entry from October 5, 2010 to November 3, 2010, your entry remains with 
us.  It will be included in the new selection lottery.  Your confirmation number to check results on this 
website is still valid. 
  
We expect the results of the new selection process to be available on this website on or about July 15, 
2011. 
  
We regret any inconvenience this might have caused. 
  
Click here to view a message from David T. Donahue, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Visa 
Services:  
  
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1857622883?
bckey=AQ~~,AAAAAGWqYgE~,KxHPzbPALrFGi6o0QhQY9IxyliWBJ3Vq&bctid=942119090001 
  
Frequently Asked Questions 
  
Q: Why was it necessary to invalidate the names that were selected? 
  

U.S. law requires that Diversity Immigrant visas be made available through a strictly random 
process.  A computer programming error resulted in a selection that was not truly random.  

  
Since the computer programming error caused an outcome that was not random, the outcome did 
not meet the requirements of the law, and would have been unfair to many DV entrants.  

  
Q:  Is the 2012 Diversity Visa Program cancelled? 
  

No.  The 2012 program will continue.  The computer programming error has been identified and 
corrected.  The Department of State will run a new selection using all the qualified entries (ones 
received between October 5, 2010 and November 3, 2010) it received for the 2012 program.   

  
Q:  Do I have to submit a new application? 
  

No.  You may not submit a new application.  We will use all qualified entries received during the 
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October 5 to November 3, 2010 registration period.  
  
Q:   Will you open a new entry period? 
  

New entries will not be accepted.  
  
Q:  I checked the Entry Status Check website after May 1 and it said I had been selected.  Can I 
apply for a DV visa? 
  

Unfortunately results previously posted on this website were not valid because the selection 
process was not fair or random.  We will take the entries of all individuals who sent in their 
registration during the original October 5 to November 3, 2010 time period and run a new lottery.  
We regret any inconvenience or disappointment this has caused.  We expect new results to be 
available on this website on or about July 15, 2011.  

  
Q:  How can I check the results of the new selection? 
  

The new results should be available on this website on or about July 15, 2011.  The confirmation 
code you received when you registered is still valid for use on the website.   

  
Q:  Was the Department of State hacked?  Was my personal information at risk? 
  

We have no evidence that this problem was caused by any intentional act.  No unauthorized party 
accessed data related to the DV program.    

  
This appears to be solely the result of a computer programming error.  

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT: Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to 
average 30 minutes per response, including time required for searching existing data sources, gathering the necessary 
documentation, providing the information and/or documents required, and reviewing the final collection. You do not 
have to supply this information unless this collection displays a currently valid OMB control number. If you have 
comments on the accuracy of this burden estimate and/or recommendations for reducing it, please send them to: 
A/GIS/DIR, Room 2400 SA-22, U.S. Department of State, Washington, DC 20522-2202.  
 
CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT: AUTHORITIES: The information asked for on this form is requested 
pursuant to Section 222 of the Immigration and Nationality Act. Section 222(f) provides that the records of the 
Department of State and of diplomatic and consular offices of the United States pertaining to the issuance and refusal 
of visas or permits to enter the United States shall be considered confidential and shall be used only for the 
formulation, amendment, administration, or enforcement of the immigration, nationality, and other laws of the United 
States. Certified copies of such records may be made available to a court provided the court certifies that the 
information contained in such records is needed in a case pending before the court. PURPOSE: The U.S. Department 
of State uses the facts you provide on this form primarily to determine your classification and eligibility for a U.S. 
immigrant visa. Individuals who fail to submit this form or who do not provide all the requested information may be 
denied a U.S. immigrant visa. Although furnishing this information is voluntary, failure to provide this information 
may delay or prevent the processing of your case. ROUTINE USES: If you are issued an immigrant visa and are 
subsequently admitted to the United States as an immigrant, the Department of Homeland Security will use the 
information on this form to issue you a Permanent Resident Card, and, if you so indicate, the Social Security 
Administration will use the information to issue a social security number. The information provided may also be 
released to federal agencies for law enforcement, counterterrorism and homeland security purposes; to Congress and 
courts within their sphere of jurisdiction; and to other federal agencies who may need the information to administer 
or enforce U.S. laws.  
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Consular Affairs Main Page  
This site is managed by the Bureau of Consular Affairs, U.S. Department of State. External 
links to other Internet sites should not be construed as an endorsement of the views 
contained therein.  
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